CHILDREN, YOUTH,

AND CIVIL RIGHTS

1951-1968

A STUDENT EXHIBIT

May 2013 marked the 50th anniversary of the civil rights campaign in Birmingham,
Alabama, led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC) and the Students Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). In 2014 we commemorate the
50th anniversary of “Freedom Summer” and the “Freedom Schools” in Mississippi. The Birmingham
campaign involved the mobilization of thousands in the African American community to engage in
nonviolent demonstrations to bring about an end to legal segregation, and included the
“Children’s Crusade” in which hundreds of children and teenagers marched, were attacked by
police with fire hoses, dogs, and night sticks, and then arrested.

In Mississippi in the summer of 1964, student volunteers came from around the country to work
in SNCC’s 41 Freedom Schools with over 2,100 students eventually enrolled. Young people who
attended the Freedom Schools often became activists afterward in civil rights campaigns
throughout Mississippi. Over the last two years, students at the University of California,
Riverside enrolled in HISA 197 “Undergraduate Research in History” and other courses have been
engaged in researching the Children Crusade, Freedom Summer, the Freedom Schools, and other
civil rights campaigns where children and young people played significant roles

Children and young people had participated in marches, demonstrations, boycotts, and other
nonviolent direct action protests before the 1950s. If We Could Change the World: Young People
and America’s Long Struggle for Racial Equality (2009), by historian Rebecca de Schweinitz
documented the social and political activism of student groups beginning in the 1930s. Young
people organized marches and demonstrations throughout that decade calling for the freedom of
the Scottsboro Boys, nine teenagers who were unfairly condemned to death in Scottsboro, Alabama
after being falsely accused of raping two white women. In Baltimore, Maryland, in 1931 the
City-Wide Youth Forum, led by Juanita Jackson, offered lectures, circulated petitions to

“Free the Scottsboro Boys,” and participated in the boycotts of neighborhood stores and
restaurants where no African Americans were employed. The “Don’t Buy Where You Can’t Work”
campaigns were organized in numerous cities by African American organizations, and in Baltimore
it was the young people in the Youth Forum who spearheaded the boycotts of local merchants who
engaged in discriminatory hiring practices.

The Youth Forum leader Juanita Jackson was tapped by NAACP Director Walter White in 1936 to
become the director of “Youth Programs” for the NAACP and she established numerous college
chapters, youth councils, and junior youth councils around the country. The student groups
participated in marches and demonstrations against lynching and mob violence, job
discrimination, voter disfranchisement practices, and the racist and demeaning portrayals of
African Americans in elementary and high school textbooks used in the public schools. With the
coming of the civil rights campaigns in the 1950s, young people in NAACP youth councils
organized sit-ins and other nonviolent direct action protests; and children and teenagers
participated in school boycotts in public school systems throughout the country, and attended
Freedom Schools opened to teach them about how they were contributing to the larger Civil
Rights Movement.
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BIRMINGHAM

Marching For Freedom
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Girard College Wall
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FREEDOM SCHOOLS| _MISSISSIPP1

FREEDOM SUMMER AND FREEDOM SCHOOLS
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Chronology of Mississippi Freedom Summer
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THE QUALITY INTEGRATED
EDUCATION MOVEMENT

Following the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1954 in Brown v
Board of Education decision declaring legal public school
segregation unconstitutional, southern politicians and
white parents launched the “Massive Resistance Movement.”
Its goal was to prevent the integration of public schools
in the southern states. African American parents and
organizations in northern and western states sought
integration of public schools and historians are
documenting the “Quality Integrated Education Movement.”

In Chicago the conflict between the African American
parents and students with the Chicago School Board and
Superintendent Benjamin Willis centered on the extreme
overcrowding in public schools in African American
neighborhoods. Beginning in fall of 1961, negotiations and
a series of protests were organized by the Coordinatin;
Council of Community Organizations (CCCO), Congress of
Racial Equality (CORE), the NAACP, and several neighborhood
groups. Parents and community leaders called for the
transfer of students from overcrowded and deteriorating
schools to underutilized schools in white neighborhoods and
a halt in the building of portable classrooms - labeled
“Willis Wagons." Instead, double shifts were instituted in
overcrowded black public schools with half of the students
attending in the mornings and the other half in the
afternoon.

The CCCO, with the assistance of other civil rights groups,
organized a citywide boycott by public school students,
“Freedom Day,” for 22 October 1963 and an estimated 224,770
children and teenagers joined the strike. Freedom Schools
were opened in churches, community centers, social clubs,
and other buildings throughout the city where boycotting
students learned about African American protests in

the past and how they were contributing to the larger

Civil Rights Movement. Despite the massive protest,
Superintendent Willis and his policies remained in place.

So CCCO supporters decided a second boycott was needed to
bring pressure on school officials, and it took place on 25
February 1964. While some who participated in first
boycott dropped out, over 100,000 students joined the
strike and many attended Freedom Schools

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. came to Chicago often and
participated in mass rallies at Soldier Field and other
locations in support of public school integration and fair
housing. After the Selma to Montgomery March and the
signing of the Voting Rights Act on 6 August 1965 banning
literacy tests and other restrictions on citizens’ right to
vote, Dr. King and the South Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) decided in late August 1965 to target
Chicago as their next major civil rights campaign. Dr.
King even moved with his family into a small apartment in a
black neighborhood on Chicago's West Side. SCLC joined
CCCO to form the “Chicago Freedom Movement” in January 1966
which had as its goals the desegregation of public schools
and housing in the city and surrounding suburbs.

Numerous marches on Chicago City Hall and the Board of
Education building were organized by the Chicago Freedom
Movement. On 12 July 1966, rioting erupted on the West Side
over charges of police brutality. In the aftermath Dr. King
led a series of “open housing” marches in Chicago and in
nearby Cicero. Increasingly frustrated by the disruptions
caused by the massive protests, Chicago Mayor Richard J.
Daley called for a “Summit Meeting” with Dr. King, Al Raby
and other civil rights leaders and a Ten-Point Agreement
was signed pledging the support of city officials and real
estate agents for “fair housing.”

While there were no stipulations for enforcement of the
agreement, Dr. King believed it was “far reaching and
creative” and “solid vindication of southern-style protests
in a northern city.” In September 1966 the Chicago School
Board agreed to allow student transfers from overcrowded
public schools to underutilized school facilities in any
section of the city.

Portable buildings were constructed in

underutilized facilities in white neighborhoods in
chieago.
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Posters throughout the city advertised the
22 October 1963 “Freedom Day” school boycott.

Freedom Day activities culminate with students,
parents, teachers, and other protesters filling
Lasalle St. during march on Chicago's City Hall
and Board of Public Education.

A copy of the “Freedom Diploma” prosented to
students who attended freedom schools opened
throughout Chicago. The diploma includes a note
for parents to sign excusing students for missing
3chool on the day of the boycott.

FREEDOM DAY

Black and white students march on the Chicago
board of Education on 19 July 1963 in a
domonstration organized by the Congress of Racial
Equality.

The Chicago Daily Defendor mewspoper provided full
coverage of the Preedom Day boycott and declared
that it was “Chicago’s Pinest Hour.
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The front page of The Chicago Daily Dofendor on 23
October 1963 heralds the success of the Froedom Doy
school boycott.

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (center), Al
Raby (left) of the CCCO, and Andrew Young (right)
of SCLC at a news conference following the Summit
Meoting that produced the Ten-Point Agrcement.



NEW YORK CITY
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FREEDON DAY  FEBRUARY 3,1964

Poster by the City-wide Committee advertising the
irst Proedom Day School Boycott.

Teenagers participating in protest mareh at 110
Livingston Street, the Board of Education Building,
during the boycott.
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School attondance figures for 3 Fobruary 1964 wore
published in the New York Times the day after the
first school boycott.

School Superintendent James B. Donovan called the
Proedom Day boycott -a lawless course of action”
and swore that he would not give in to pressure to
integrate the NYC public school.

Prustrated by the lack of progress on school
integration the City-Wide Committce made plans for
the Freedoa Day School Boycott.

The first Froedom Day school boycott on 3 February
1964 was a stunning succoss. It was a tostament to
the appeal and power of the direct action protest
and the organizational skills of Bayard Rustin
and the City-Wide Committee.

Rov. Milton Galamison meoting with children who
were participating in the civil rights protests
for quality integrated education on New York City.

CHANGE = SHIUSCROW
BOYS

This flior publicizes the school boycott and
cozments on the similarities botween Jim Crow
public schooling in the North and in the South
calling for “cqual education for all.”

“WE DEMAND QUALITY
EDUCATION"

New vork city’s failure to address demands for the
integration of the nation’s largest public school systi
led to massive civil rights demonstrations and protests.
The “New York City-Wide Committee for Integrated Schools”
was formed in July 1963 as a coalition that included six
New York chapters of the NAACP, the Harlem Parents Workshop
for Equality in New York City Schools, several chapters of
the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), the New York Urban
League, and EQUAL, a white parents group. Rev. Milton A.
Galamison, former Brooklyn NAACP president and chair of the
Parents Workshop, became the chair of the “City-Wide
Committee.” Veteran civil rights organizer, Bayard Rustin,
who had worked on the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the 1963
March on Washington, was called in to help organize the
first city-wide boycott of the New York public schools
It took place on 3 February 1964.

On “Freedom Day,” an estimated 464,461 pupils, 45 percent
of the total, stayed away from their classrooms and between
90,000 and 100,000 children attended “Freedom Schools.”
There were almost 500 Freedom Schools opened throughout the
city that operated between 7:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. Classes
were taught by volunteers including college professors and
students, clergy, social workers, and parents. Freedom
school students were taught the history of African American
protest movements and how the school boycott was part of
the larger civil rights campaigns in New York City

New York City School Superintendent James B. Donovan
denounced the boycott and refused to act, so Rev. Galamison
and Harlem Parents Workshop called for a second boycott
which took place on 16 March 1964. The offer of concessions
from the New York State Board of Education caused divisions
among the leaders of the civil rights coalition and this
meant that fewer groups supported the second boycott.
Nonetheless, it was estimated that over 267,400 students
stayed home or attended hundreds of Freedom Schools.

Following the second boycott in March 1964, civil rights
leaders and school officials began meeting and by September
1964, a plan was announced to begin the desegregation of
junior and senior high schools in 1965. Unfortunately, the
proposed plan came under attack from “Parents And
Taxpayers” (PAT), a newly formed group of whites opposed to
school integration. When school officials refused to
change their plans, PAT began organizing its own school
boycotts, marches, and other demonstrations. At the PAT
school boycott on 14 September 1964, it was estimated
275,630 students stayed home; and on 15 September about
233,000 remained on strike. No alternative educational
programs or Freedom Schools were opened for these
boycotting students.

Anti-integration protests led to a setback in negotiations
to implement the School Boards integration plan. Rev.
Galamison and others organized demonstrations and marches
at public schools and at the Board of Education building,
but they had little impact on school policies. In
September 1965 school officials announced that integration
efforts would continue only through open enrollment,
voluntary transfers, and rezoning, rather than implementing
its original massive integration plan.




MUSIC AND THE
FREEDOM SCHOOLS

In Milwaukee, WI, the movement for “Quality
Integrated Education” was spearheaded by the Milwaukee
United School Integration Committee (MUSIC), with Lloyd
Barbee, attorney and Wisconsin NAACP official, as
chairperson. Organized early in 1964, MUSIC represented a
coalition of civil rights and religious groups supporting
integrated public education and challenging a practice
termed “intact busing.”

Due to the severe overcrowding in public schools in black
neighborhoods, school officials began transporting entire
classrooms and their teachers to under-utilized, all-white
public schools throughout the city. However, these bused
students and teachers were not “integrated” into the
classes and programs at their new school. Instead, the
black students remained “intact” in separate classrooms in
the building, and were not even allowed to have their lunch
in the school’s cafeteria with the white students. In
December 1963 NAACP officials demanded the integration of
black students into schools and classrooms where they were
bused, and offered a plan for the total desegregation of
the Milwaukee public schools by the 1963-64 school year.
But school officials refused to act.

In February 1964 MUSIC organized a march with over 300
protesters to the school administration building and later
formed “human chains” to prevent the “intact busing” of
black children. When school officials continued their
stonewalling of school desegregation, MUSIC called for a
boycott of the public schools in the North Division
District on 18 May 1964.

On “Freedom Day” 18 May 1964, 30 black churches in
Milwaukee opened their doors to over 300 volunteers who
offered lessons in African American history, focusing on
Frederick Douglass, Harriett Tubman, and other “freedom
fighters.” High school students learned “freedom songs,”
and discussed and wrote about the ongoing civil rights
campaigns throughout the country. It was estimated that
over 11,000 students, 60 percent of the African American
enrollment, participated in the first boycott and over
8,500 attended Freedom Schools.

Milwaukee school officials condemned the boycott because it
reduced the amount of funding the school district received
from the state and refused to act. MUSIC leaders called a
second boycott for a number of days in October 1965 to
impact the school district’s budget. Despite threats of
disciplinary actions, it was estimated that 7,000 students
participated, and over 4,000 attended Freedom Schools. A
third boycott took place at North Division High School, on
27 March 1966, supported by MUSIC, but organized by the
high school students themselves calling for improvements in
the school’s facilities and the teaching of African
American history. It was estimated that over one-third of
the 1,500 students stayed home in protest.

After the summer of 1966, however, the Milwaukee NAACP
Youth Council and Roman Catholic priest, Father James
Groppi, launched a campaign for “open housing” in racially
restricted sections of the city. With the coming of
demands for “Black Power,” public school activists sought
increased authority and pursued “community control” over
the public schools in the North Division District after the
rioting by young people in Milwaukee in July 1967.
Frustrations over racial discrimination and police
brutality erupted into violence and contributed to the
African American demands for “community schools” and
control over social welfare and government services in
Milwaukee’s North Division.

A poster advertising the first school boycott and
Froedom Schools sponsored by MUSIC, Milwaukee

United School Integration Comait

. The handwrit-

ten “HERE® probably indicates that this poster was
used to signify an actual Freedom School Location.

MAY 18, 1964 FREEDOM DAY ‘MILWAUKEE, WIS,

I;‘%EEDOM CERTIFICATE

\ has satistactorily completed the requirements of &
| ooe day

Milwankee United School Integration Committee
MUSIC.

rtunitios,
that they may bo sble as equals to bulld a better life
for themselves and &

Detter world for all.

A “freedom cortificate” given to one of the 8,500
clomentary and secondary students who attended

hools

in Milwaukeo on 18 May 1964.

“Preodom School Cortificate” awarded to students
who attended the Froedom School during the second
boycott in October 1964

North Division High School students participate in

a protest marc!
on Freedon Day.

h to the Board of Education building

Attorney Lloyd Barbee is interviewed by a TV
roporter in front of the Froedom School located at
St. Matthews Colored Methodist Episcopal Church.

Why Hurt Me More? -

WIII You Hel p Il'l
YCOTT Public Schools
eginning October 18

This poster oxpladns tho consons KUSIC cellod
for a second school boycott on 25
27 October 1964.

Lloyd Barbee speaking at a rally organized by
MUSIC on Precdom Day on 18 May 1964 in front of
African American church in Milwaukee.

Marching into Milwaukee's all white southside
noighborhoods, NAACP Youth Council members, with
Fr. Jamos Groppi, domanded open housing
legislation in August 1967



RIVERSIDE, CA
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(RUSD) allowed white students enrolled at the Lowell and
Irving schools to transfer to the predominantly white
Longfellow or Emerson Schools. In 1961 when the brand new
: § o e Bercoct baadsarcare, 0 Carlion Hace, proacation ure Alcott School was opened, even more white students were
3 the Ortiéren 2t being bused all over the city to attend predominantly white
chools. But when African American or Mexican American
parents asked RUSD officials that their children be allowed
| to transfer to other schools, their requests were usually
Lowell school parents hope denied. These transfers were requested because it was
reported that the performance on standardized tests of
‘fo widen boyCO" C“y\mde students attending the Lowell, Irving, and Casa Blanca
Schools was among the lowest in the city.
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In the first week of September 1964, African American
parents began circulating a petition calling on the RUSD
School Board to close the Lowell and Irving schools and to
enroll those students in schools throughout the disctrict.
That week a community meeting was held between Mayor Ben
Lewis and forty African American parents and leaders, but
it did not go well because many parents were demanding
quality integrated education and Mayor Lewis claimed only
the School Board could make those decisions.
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The fire at the Lowell school occurred at around 3:00am on
Monday, 7 September, and according to African American
parents and leaders, later that day when School Board
sident Arthur Littleworth and School Superintendent
Bruce Miller met with them, school officials said that
since only six classrooms and the auditorium had been
destroyed, the children were to return to the damaged
Lowell School, and “double sessions” would be added. This
announcement further angered African American parents who
i met and decided to organize a school boycott and set up
_The Press = alternative Freedom Schools, begi Monday, 14
September, the first day of clas

Rather than send their children to the Lowell or Irving
Schools, many African American parents sent their children
to one of the five Freedom Schools opened in the city and
taught by local clergy, teachers, and UCR students and
professors. Over 50 percent of Mexican American parents
kept their children away from the Casa Blanca School as
well. Up to 250 students attended the Riverside Freedom
Schools

The boycott ended only after School Board President
Littleworth agreed to set up a study group to plan for the
complete desegregation of the school system. The plan was
to be completed within six weeks and over that time period
the School Board received petitions with signatures of
parents in support of and opposed to school integration. On
Tuesday, 18 October 1964, an overflow crowd attended the
school board meeting to discuss the plan for “complete
desegregation” and to vote on its implementation. Many
parents present spoke out against the plan to racially
integrate the public schools. However, after several hours
of heated debate, the five School Board members voted
unanimously to accept the plan, close the Lowell School
and bus the minority students to other schools.

Soon after the Irving and Casa Blanca Schools were also
closed and those students were sent to other schools
throughout the district. With these educational decisions,
the RUSD Schools became one of the first school systems in
the country to close older and more delapidated public
chools to guarantee African American and Mexican American
students access to quality integrated education.




